INTERNATIONAL INDIAN STATISTICAL
ASSOCIATION,
NEWSLETTER, FALL 2005

Dear IISA members,

Greetings! It is my pleasure to present the fiestvsletter of the year 2005-2006. This
promises to be an exciting year. Due to the imtést of our past President Professor N.
Balakrishnan and the continued efforts of our pregs¥esident Professor Hira Lal Koul,
we have some new benefits for the IISA members imeed in the President’s note and
in the Announcements section.

This newsletter includes a descriptionnafiv membership dugsall for invited sessions
for the IISA biannual conference in Cochin, Indtheduled for January 2-5, 2007 and an
update on C. R. Rao Academy for Advanced Scienies.awards and honors section
contains distinctions (though not exhaustive) addde by several members of our
association. The Chancy Life series features PsofeNitis Mukhopadhyay of University
of Connecticut in this issue. We have also included brochure for the Cochin
conference and the first newsletter of C.R. Raalewsy for advanced sciences with this
newsletter. An updatechéw dues) IISA membership form is also attached for your
convenience

If you have any news or announcements that you dvbké to share with other IISA
members, please send them to me directtgaidara@uncc.edur to Professor Paramijit
Gill at paramijit.gill@ubc.ca

| would like to thank the past newsletter editonrs.CcMousumi Banerjee and Anuradha
Roy for their suggestions and advice. Last, but thet least | would like to thank
Professors N. Balakrishnan, Paramijit Gill, S. RndelamadakandHira Koul for their
contributions to this newsletter.

Best Wishes

Rajeshwari Sundarams{undara@uncc.ejlu
Newsletter Editor

University of North Carolina at Charlotte
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A note from the President, Professor Hira L. Koul

ToIISA Membersand beyond

To begin with | would like to thank the [ISA member
and the Nominating Committee for having given me
an opportunity to serve as the president of thA i3
the year of 2005-2006. It is an honor and pleasure
serve in this capacity.

| would like to take this opportunity tetlyou
know about some of the issues we have started to
work on.

» Every year IISA submits a request to the JSM
Programme Committee for having an invited session
on some topic which is approved or not on the
competitive basis. It was felt by some members [ils#& ought to have a permanent slot
in JSMs for this purpose. | talked to Fritz Scheytee outgoing president of the ASA, in
Minneapolis about this. He gave me the impresshat tt would be a good idea. |
followed this conversation by sending a formal esjuor this about a month ago. So far
have heard that the request will be going to am@p@te committee. | will be pursuing
this till we get a definite response.

* We are also planning to have an electronic memigedstectory consisting of
office and home (optional) addresses, besides baddresses and telephone numbers.
As you will see elsewhere in this newsletter thi®imation is also needed for Elsevier
so that the members can get certain benefits frisavier like a discount on the IISA
journal Statistical Methodology. To help us in this endeavor, Rao Chaganty created
electronic form to be filled in by the members. §hias already e-mailed to a large list of
present and past members.

Please help us to complete this task by filling in the form and submitting it
electronically. It takes two clicks and two minutes to completes ttzisk. One click to
open the form, then 1.5 minutes or less to filtha form and finally one click to submit
it. We will greatly appreciate your cooperationtbrs.

*  New Membership Dues. The current IISA Executive Board has agreed teeha

the following membership dues structure:
$25 USfor 1year; $40 USfor 2 yearsand $50 USfor 3 years.

Many of you intend to be members but due to timesgure do not get around to
renewing it on time. That was one motivation toééws fee structure so that you have
an incentive to become a member for at least 3syefinot for life. If you have not
renewed your membership, thBIOW is the time to do it. Membership form is attached
herewith.

More members we have stronger we will be in our negotiations with other groups.



In connection with the above request for a permanent slot for invited session in JSMs,
| was asked how many members of |1 SA attend JSMs. It wasimplied larger this
number better would be our argument for thisrequest.

» The American Statistical Association asked us titevar one page article about
[ISA for the AMSTAT NEWS. | thank Srigopal Mohantgalakrishnan, Subir Ghosh,
Sreenivas, Kirti Shah and Anand Vidhyashankar &ping me to complete this task.
Please look for the write up about IISA in the ey 2006 issue of the AMSTAT
NEWS. In this connection if you any photo of anyetieg please send it via e-mail to
me ASAP. AMSTAT NEWS likes to publish pictures of actiei of an organization.

Best wishes and regards

Hira L. Koul (koul@stt.msu.edu
President, IISA

Michigan State University

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS:

& New Benefitsfor [1SA Members:
Besides helping to promote the profession and faeeadvancement of statistics in
the Indian subcontinent, ISA members have thewalhg benefits.

* |ISA members are eligible for a 30% discount oriddlevier books.

* |ISA member has the opportunity to gain accesdstgdurnal STAMET at a
reduced price of USD 75 for both print and eledtroaccess, to be billed in
advance by Elsevier.

* For a period of 2 years, Elsevier will test theSA Sponsor an Indian Library
Scheme"”. In this new scheme, an IISA member cansspoinstitutional access
for an Indian library for an additional 50 USD. f8o a total amount of USD 125,
to be billed by Elsevier in advance, IISA membees lgoth membership access
for themselves, as well as institutional accessdoy Indian library of their
choice.

» Elsevier will send promotional journal copies tblIEBA members, and encourage
them to subscribe to STAMET and the sponsoringrsehe

& Electronic Membership Directory:

[ISA is in the process of forming an electronic ntemws directory that will be available to
all members. For thiswe need your utmost help eadperation in collecting the
information about your mailing addresses. This adogy will be also used to secure
members a discount on the [ISA jouri@htistical M ethodology. The publisher of this
journal has asked for this list for that purposke TISA Executive Board thus requests
your prompt attention to this matter. Thanks tof/Rao Chaganty, we have made it easy



for you. All you have to do is click ohttp://www.odu.edu/~rchagant/iigand fill in few
entries and submit.

# The C.R. Rao Advanced Institute of Mathematics, Statistics and Computer
Science, Hyderabad, India

The C.R. Rao Advanced Institute of Mathematicsti§tics and Computer Science,
dedicated to the development of the three baswmptiiises which play an important part
in the advancement of science, was inauguratedetmugry 29, 2004 in Hyderabad,
India, with a symposium on "Challenges in Matheoatand Computer Sciences". The
mission of the Institute is to promote advancedystand basic and interdisciplinary
research in mathematics, statistics, and compuotence for the advancement of science
and applications in industry, business, and socaemic development and disseminate
the knowledge through academic activities, conaaltaservices, and a museum. The
Institute, that is temporarily housed in Osmaniaveersity, Hyderabad, will sponsor a
two-day workshop on Hotspot Geoinformatics on Ddoem24 and 25, 2005 in
Hyderabad. The construction of the Institute boddis scheduled for early 2006. The
International Fund Raising Committee is intensifyiefforts to raise funds for the
Institute in the United States. For further infotloa, please go to
http://www.stat.psu.edu/~crracAlso, their Newsletter is attached to this onedorrent
information regarding the Institute.

% |1 SA Sponsored Session at Joint Statistical M eeting (Seattle, Washington, USA)
2006:

Please mark your calendar for the IISA sessiorsht, 2006. We are happy to announce
that the invited session has been finalized anthjz®s to be an interesting session on
“Statistical methodology for environmental applioas”. This session is organized and
chaired by the Professor Soumendra N. Lahiri, I&vate University, IISA Program
Chair. It is scheduled for 8/10/2006, from 8:30 Ad10:20 AM. The tentative list of
speakers include Noel Cressie, Michael Stein, Joelk Hira Koul and Marc Genton.
For any further question, please ensailahiri@iastate.edu

& Call For Invited Papers Session Proposalsfor the |1 SA Conference 2007:

The next IISA biannual conference will be in CochinJanuary 2007. The members of
[ISA are hereby invited to submit written propostis Invited Papers Sessions for the
conference. Please include a short descriptiorheftopic and a list of three or four
speakers. Please consult with the speakers firttadahey are committed to attend the
conference. Also, note that IISA and the co-spasoe not in a position to fund the
invited papers sessions in anyway. The organizomgraittee will take a decision with
respect to selecting the invited papers sessidaas® submit your proposals to Professor
S. Rao Jammalmadka (USAathmalam@pstat.ucsb.gdor to Professor P. G. Sankaran



(India) sankaranpg@yahoo.coby January 15, 2006. For further information, pkeaee
the attached newsletter or gohtibp://www.stat.osu.edu/~hnn/IISA.html.

& [ISA Workshop for Ministry of Defense

At the invitation of and fully founded by PXE, DRI Ministry of Defense,
Government of India, IISA (India Chapter) conduacte Workshop on Statistical
Reliability in Defense Applications at Chandipurj€3a during September 28-30, 2005.
The faculty consisted of Professors S. P. MukleelEx-President, [ISA-India Chapter
and President, IAPQR), Arun K. Adhikary (IS),Ks.Majumdar (Dean, ISI), Somesh
Kumar (IIT), C. Pal (Kalyani University) and Ashgengupta (President, IISA-India
Chapter). The selected participants came fromiffigrdnt centers of DRDO situated at
various parts of India.

& Forum on Geoinformatics of Hotspot Detection and Prioritization for
Monitoring, Etiology, Early Warning and Management Around the World.
CourseInstructor and Workshop Leader: Dr G. P. Patil

You are invited to participate in the geoinformatforum scheduled in various places
and at various times between October 2005 and Nd@g 2vhen the final event occurs at
the forthcoming Annual Digital Government Reseaf@bnference being held in San
Diego, CA, USA. For information on short coursed amorkshops, please contact
Professor G. P. Patil gbp@stat.psu.edtelephone: 814-865-9442 or go to the webpage
http://www.stat.psu.edu/hotspots

The forum emphasis is on geoinformatics of hotsigdéction and prioritization in a wide
variety of subject areas and critical issues aorifng agencies, academia, and industry.
You are invited to participate in a manner mosdpiaive for your purposes, whether
presentation of a paper with live case studiesndtince in a timely short course, or both.
You will have the benefit of a veteran cross diegry scientist as course instructor,
workshop leader, and editor of resulting publicagio And, of course, an opportunity to
strengthen, advance, and accelerate your in-h@ssarch and work plan involving
geoinformatics and hotspot dynamics.

& Invitation to National Conferencein honor of Professor V. P. Godambe, Nagpur,
India, January 1-2, 2006.

The department of Statistics and Institute of SmenNagpur, India is holding a.
conference on January 1-2, 2006 on Recent Trendssimation and Optimization:

Theory and Applications. The conference recognjeigly the 50" anniversary of the

establishment of the department of Statistics ie thstitute of Science, and of
Dsitinguished Professor Emeritus V. P. Godambeisoias theorem of 1955 (JRSSB, 17,
269-278) on the foundations of survey sampling. €heference intends to provide a
platform for research workers in the field of btileoretical and applied Statistics. It will



include both invited talks by experts in variouglds and also paper presentation
sessions. We expect the delegates at the confewdhamver the recent developments
that are taking place in various fields like: Sttial Inference, Theory of Distributions,
Stochastic Processes, Bayesian Statistics, Biomd#tcs and Industrial Statistics and
other fields. The conference will provide a goog@unity to young as well as
experienced researchers from all over India anéNjlda region in particular, to interact
with each other and exchange ideas on the latesia@@ments in Statistics. Information
regarding the conference can be obtained fronivDiT. Bharambe by email to
bharambemt@sify.com

AWARDS AND HONORS:

& Professor Mohan Chaudhry receives distinguished awar ds

Dr. Mohan Chaudhry, Professor with the Departmémathematics and Computer Scie
nce at the Royal Military College of Canada (RMgEKiingston, Ont., has recently been
awarded the Service Award from the Canadian OmeratiResearch Society (CORS),

“In appreciation from many years of dedicated aedegous service to the Society.” He
was also recognized by the Korean Federation @gei and Technology Societies for
the best paper award in 2005 for his paper "Anniav&e relation and a unified method
to derive stationary queue length distributionspé@tions Research 52, pp. 756-764).
The paper presents theoretical results that gdaishers in deciding staffing requirement
for service providers in the public and privatetsex This is the second major award for
him from CORS. In 2003, he was awarded the Awanderit for his significant
contributions to queuing theory.

"Dr.Chaudhry was the first person to be invitedhesDistinguished Professor by the
Department of Industrial Engineering, Korea Adwed Institute of Science and
Technology (KAIST) in South Korea where he gawegdes of lectures to advanced PhD
students" said Brigadier General Jean Leclerc, Canaant of RMC. "His work is being
carried out under the operation between the ndlig&ngineering and Management
Research Institute of KAIST and RMC."

& Professor Probal Chaudhuri receives distinguished awar ds

Professor Probal Chaudhuri of Indian Statisticatitote, Kolkata has been selected for
the National Award in Statistics in honor of Pr@f. R. Rao for the year 2004-2005 for
his outstanding contribution to the field of Statis. This is one of the two National
awards instituted by the Ministry of Statistics dhrgramme Implementation: one given
to senior Statistician in the memory of Prof. P.Siikhatme and this one given to young
statistician in honor of Prof. C. R. Rao. Profes€baudhuri has also been elected as
Institute of Mathematical Statistics Fellow for tdlputions to nonparametric quantile
estimation, multivariate location estimation, treals-space approach to nonparametric
smoothing and classification.



& Past President 11SA Prof. Dipak K. Dey Recognized at University of Connecticut

Dipak K. Dey, Professor and Head at the Departrak8tatistics, University of Connecti
cut, has been awarded 2005 Faculty Excellence se&teh (Sciences) from the Alumni
Association of the University of Connecticut. Psder Dey is both nationally and inter-
nationally known and respected for his researchridmrions in the areas of Statistical
Decision Theory and Bayesian Statistics. He han bath the University of Connecticut
since 1985. He was made full professor in 1990Repkartment Head in 1997. He has
supervised 16 PhD students and is currently workiitly 4 more. His stature in the stat-
istical profession is indicated by his electiorFlowship in both the American
Statistical Association and the Institute of Mattagical Statistics. He was the past
president of the International Indian StatisticakAciation.

Dipak has served as Editor of the IMS Bulletin &sdociate Editor of JASA, Theory an
d Methods section and several other journals asgbhblished more than 150 research p
apers. He has developed collaborative researchigomsgwith colleagues from various
other departments, universities and organizatidhthe University of Connecticut, he
was involved in the formation of the Center for Rublealth and Health Policy, Center
for Internet Data and Research Intelligence Sesvacel Teachers for New Era at the
Neag School of Education. In 2004, Dipak receilexlResearch Excellence Award from
the American Association of the University Professat the University of Connecticut

& Professor J. N. K. Rao honored with Waksberg Award

Professor J. N. K. Rao received the 2005 Waksbeavgrd for outstanding contributions
in the theory and practice of survey methodologg. il the first survey statistician of
Indian origin to receive this prestigious awardofBssor Rao is also listed as ISI Highly
Cited Researcher. His professional achievementshandrs are listed on his biography
page at htttp://www.isihighlycited.com. He is a dtine Professor Emeritus and
Distinguished Research Professor at Carleton UsityeiOttawa, Canada.

& Felicitationsto ASA Fellows (2005):

Professor Hariharan K lyer, Colorado State University for outstanding teaghior
dissemination of statistical knowledge through vetidps and conferences; for
consulting and collaborative research on measurgnséandards, and monitoring; for
research on design, calibration, and interval exton.

Professor Bani Mallick, Texas A&M University for contributions to Bayesia
modeling with applications to different scientiffeelds, for leadership in promoting
statistical sciences, and for service to the peifes

Professor Madhuri Mulekar, University of South Alabama for innovative
contributions to undergraduate statistical educatend developing undergraduate
research programs; for sustained high-quality dowmions to the Advanced Placement
Statistics program; and for service to the profassi



Dr. Shyamal D. Peddada, Biostatistician, National Institute of EnvironmahHealth
Sciences for broadening the scope of applicationstatistics through excellence in
consulting and innovative methodological researchrder-restricted inference, tracking
of Arctic sea ice and gene-expression microarrays.

My Chancy Life as a Statistician: Professor Nitis MuKhopadhyay

Early Life

| was born toward the end of 1950 in
one of the poorest ghetto areas in Salkia
(Howrah District, India). Salkia used to be
(and still is) the industrial suburb of Calcutta.
The river Ganges separates Calcutta’s glitters
from Howrah's slum-dwellers.

During the pre-independence era, my
parents were freedom fighters and followers
of Mahatma Gandhi. They hailed from
Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh. They were
both jailed a number of times. In the wake of
independence and in the midst of riots in
August 1947, my parents arrived in Calcutta withrfohildren as refugees. They had no
possessions, no money, no jobs or anywhere to.go to

| came along as the sixth child in tlaenily with 2 wonderful brothers and 3
sisters. By that time, the family had settled imoam in the middle of the slums in
Howrah. Fourteen rather large families lived inrteen single rooms, all under one roof,
with one out-house and without electricity or rurgivater!

Local merchants and families routinely subsidized existence out of respect.
Some generously gave food and others gave clothekily, my father was a respected
“mathematician”. But, on the down side, he nevdd laejob because he did not want to
“serve” anyone.

In our rough neighborhood, | saw gambling, deatiling, desperation, and
suicides since the time | could comprehend anythirggs, alcohol, and killer diseases
such as cholera and typhoid were wiping out famiirethe shadowy suburb, only one-
half hour away from the heartbeat of Calcutta. Tdw that the family survived was too
chancy at best.

My father started teaching me Euclid’s geometryttanblack cement floor of our
room when | was probably four or five! Everythingsvdone from memory. There was
no paper or book or other frills. There was no dinath ever!



My mother took care of us and kept the family tbgetand taught us anything
practical that we needed for our survival. She waissecurity. She was real, realistic,
and strong - an iron-lady. She had to be.

Schooling:

| entered school in grade 7 with full scholarsiifs. Gobinda B. Chowdhury was
an exceptional math teacher who influenced me. Maaghers taught me privately on
their own time and in their houses for free. | rematernally grateful to all of them.
Local family-friends continued supporting us withofl, clothes, books, and paper to
write on for a long time. They were kind enoughaatch over us. Within two or three
years, we moved outside the slums and went toitiveereal apartment with two rooms,
electricity, and running water. That was like gotognoon!Chancy? Of course, it was.

College:

| did well in high school exams in 1967. My fathexpected me to study
chemistry in college, but | did not rank high enbug enter the chemistry honors stream
in Presidency College, Calcutta. | was selecteditier mathematics honors program in
this prestigious college though and my tuition wasved. | took physics and chemistry
as electives, and soon enough | became convincadl ttvas not cut for chemistry
anyway. Lucky me! Again, talk aboatance.

Any way, at 16, | went to the Presidency Collegestiady mathematics (honors)
in the fall of 1967. | had great teachers includitrgfessor Biren Bose, the Head of the
Department of Mathematics, who taught real analgselsnumber theory. | realized that |
was falling in love with number theory. | workedryeéhard and did really well. | started
dreaming of pure mathematics as a career.

Incidentally, when | entered Presidency Collegewits the infamous Naxalite
period in West Bengal. Our college was the tardeewerything that was politically
against the Naxalite doctrine. Presidency Collegs disrupted on a daily basis perhaps
because it was seen as the shrine of power arrithes.

| was advised by my parents, elder brother (ACMllee sister (SB) and her
husband (KB) to get away from Calcutta Universis/ sbon as possible. | sat in the
entrance exams for the Indian Statistical Instif{if#), Calcutta, in the first half of 1970.
| felt lucky that | was selected for the M.Stat cegyprogram at ISI. Some purely social
covariates (e.g., the political atmosphere in G#dcat the time) led me to a career path in
statistics. That was suretpancy for me.

Indian Statistical | nstitute-Calcutta:

In the fall of 1970, | enrolled in the M.Stat. degrprogram. | immediately came
face-to-face with fantastic teachers and thinkiensexample, Professors D. Basu, S. K.
Mitra, J. Roy, E. M. Paul and others. | slowly cateknow Professors J. K. Ghosh
(JKG), Malay Ghosh (MG), B. P. Adhikary, A. Maitrg, J. Rao, and others.

ISI's academic environment allowed me the freedorgrow. In 1972, | received
the M.Stat degree with advanced probability andhewa@tical statistics (APMS) as
specialization. Then, | was selected as a reseatublar to work toward a Ph.D. degree.
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Some senior research scholars including M. B. Rd8)( K. P. S. B. Rao
(Kooparti), and G. Jogesh Babu (GJB) taught us soowgses. They were wonderful.
Professor Bimal K. Sinha (BKS) joined ISI upon reiag from Montreal. He has been
like a big brother to me ever since.

I nitiation in Research:

Professor Malay Ghosh (MG) joined ISI's faculty alhat the same time when |
entered ISI's M.Stat. degree program. MG taughintexence and Wald's SPRT-related
theory. | was floored by his mathematical swiftndswanted to work under him as a
Ph.D. student.

In a seminar course, either MB or Kooparti assigaguaper from a journal. In
that particular bound journal, lmhance, | saw an interesting paper on convergence of the
sums of maxima. | started thinking about sums ofima! | approached MG. GJB was
working on probabilistic number theory and he beeamterested. Ultimately, MG, GJB,
and | wrote a joint paper that appearedZiv (1975). That was ahancy exposure to
paper writing, but it taught me that probably I kkbdo ‘research’!

Gaining Confidencein Pursuits of Resear ch:

Another BIG chancy thing happened soon after. | used to visit somemgf
research scholar friends sharing an office. One tHagw a big pile of journals there —
Annals, Sankhya, and others. | picked upMS (1966) and started thumbing through the
big fat volume. Two papers caught my attentionhbatitten by Norman Starr who
referred to a path-breaking paper of Herb Robbit359) on sequential estimation.
Robbins’s piece was filled with ideas from startfitsh. | read it a number of times
before | approached MG. | immediately started wagkin the area and then there was no
stopping! MG helped me in all respects through @meugh. MG’s kindness and
constant encouragement meant everything. | wadirstsPh.D. student and | still feel
ecstatic about that. Around 1973-1974, BKS andtltggether and wrote a number of
important papers on multivariate sequential esionat

Within a year of completing the Masters degreeas feeling rather hopeful that |
had several types of research papers to show Rir.@. degree from ISI. Right around
that time, approximately in the summer of 1974, & for lowa State. | submitted my
Ph.D. thesis in June 1975 at ISI, Calcutta. In Mat®76, | finished all requirements.
During 1977 1SI convocation, | received my Ph.Dgiée in absentia.

M or e Resear ch:

Since that time, | have been essentially hookeshugoing both research and
practice in sequential methodologies. My wondeFhID. students have been a big part
of my life. They are: W. S. Chou (1982), H. I. Hamd983), G. F. Hilton (1984), J. S.
Al-Mousawi (1984), G. Vik (1984), M. E. Ekwo (1984A. D. Abid (1985) from
Oklahoma State University and S. Liberman (1987)D&rmanto (1987), J. J. Judge
(1988), D. S. Miller (1989), M. H. Moreno (1989), K. S. Solanky (1990), S.
Chattopadhyay (1993), S. Datta (1995), W. T. Dugd®99), and G. Cicconetti (2002)
from the University of Connecticut.
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| had written a Marcel Dekker book (199dintly with T. K. S. Solanky on
Selection and Ranking. | edited a Marcel Dekker volume (2004) jointlytvis. Datta and
S. Chattopadhyay ofypplied Sequential Methodol ogies.

| must mention two other dear colleag;ues: | cam&now Professor P. K. Sen
(PKS) initially via MG in 1972 or 1973 in thé“Floor hallway of ISI. MG was the first
or second Ph.D. student of PKS from UNC-Chapel. IRKS has been a steadfast mentor
to me since then. | was so lucky that | could approMG, JKG, BKS, and PKS at any
time. MG, PKS, and | together wrote a Wiley booR4T) onSequential Estimation. That
was a privilege for me.

Another colleague | want to especially mention ief€sor Basil de Silva from
Melbourne, Australia. Basil and | go long way backd we have done joint collaborative
research on a number of occasions. We still doeffmy, Basil and | have edited the
refereed proceedings of the Sri Lankan Internati@tatistical Conference, December
28-30, 2004.

Jobs and Other Colleagues:

Since the time | was about to enter the professitfe after finishing a Ph.D.
degree, many colleagues and teachers have help&d mienerous ways. | have already
mentioned some of them But, | must mention coupletimer people who have helped in
shaping my career: Professors A. P. Basu, Bon B&rpDasGupta, Ed Dudewicz, J.
Leroy Folks, Kanti Mardia, G. Ramakrishna, Gordien&s, Bikas K. Sinha, Milton
Sobel, and Shelley Zacks. | apologize in advanceriassions.

Personal Thoughts:

| have been married nearly 27 years to a beauafly whom | met, by pure
chance, in Melbourne, Australia. We feel blessed having grown sons. They have kept
me going. We have all gone places, both far and nea

Music is a big part of our family. Whenever we gatopportunity, we do musical
programs here and there. We have done so in Alloston, Baltimore, Oxford (Ohio),
Melbourne (Australia), and in other places inclgdail over Connecticut.

Knowing where my life began and where | am rigbtvn many things seem
unreal to me. At every turichance had a big role to play, and in every such turcguld
have become someone very different from a statstithat | am. However, | would not
change a thing even if | could. | love who | am,awvh do, and | thank my lucky stars
everyday.

Acknowledgement:

| thank Professor Raji Sundaram, the IISA NewsteEditor, for the honor and
opportunity to walk down memory lane.
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Obituary: Professor Harshinder Singh

Remembering Harshinder Singh (1951-2005) by Jayashpande

It is a sad occasion to write a postbus appreciation of a younger colleague
and friend. Harshinder Singh was both of theseranch more to me and to many others.
| vividly remember the first time | met him in tifiest week of July 1972. | had just
joined the faculty of the Panjab University at Céligarh and he had just topped in the
MSc examination in Statistics of the University. ki already made up his mind to
enter the research and teaching career. In his y#8v0-1972) as an MSc student,
his only teacher who could guide research was BrBuche. Although a statistician to
begin with, Dr Buche had moved to Functional Anelyso Harshinder too started to
work in it. He did good work for his PhD in functial equations and published it in
reputed journals.

Simultaneously he kept in touch withistatal methodology. He participated in all
the intra and inter university seminars and workshavhich we organized in Statistics.
As an Instructor and Lecturer in Statistics he bdugany courses in Probability and
Inference to the MSc students. By and by he stdoteking at research problems in
Statistics, beginning with characterization proldeimat were only a short step away
from functional equations. By the mid eighties heswholeheartedly in Statistical
research. There is no doubt that his rigorousitrgiand early exposure to mathematical
analysis added strength to him in his new work.

One of the interests of the Statistics grau@handigarh was Reliability Theory,
particularly partial orders of probability distrittons describing the ageing phenomena.
Harshinder brought many insights to this work. bvpaivileged to have collaborated with
him in publishing about half a dozen papers in #nes. | left Chandigarh in 1984 but our
collaboration continued over a further decade oAsserendipitous event that occurred
and broadened Harshinder's horizon in a big waythasisit of Prof Prem Puri to the
Statistics Department at Chandigarh. They toolattheother immediately and very
happily started cooperative work. They spent tiogether in research at Chandigarh,
ISI, Delhi as well at Purdue that resulted in tWibquoted research papers in optimizing
techniques. This fruitful and happy collaboratioasxcut short by the sudden and
untimely death of Prof Puri. Absorbing this big skpHarshinder went on to contribute
significantly to the areas of Reliability Theoryda@rder Restricted Inference. He guided
several MPhil and PhD students at Chandigarh isetlaeeas.

Harshinder had a noticeable presence oRdngab University campus. He deserved
and received comparatively quick promotions. Susigesadministrations entrusted him
with varied and important responsibilities suchW\rden of a hostel and then as Dean of
Student Affairs, in charge of the all the hosteld aelfare activities for the students
including foreign students. He headed the taskefeat up for networking the entire
campus for computers and internet connectivitywids always fearless and carried all
the tasks without favour or bias. An early inciddrat took place while he was among
the junior-most faculty members, is worth recallibgiring a University Examination he
was the invigilator and caught a couple of studeats/ing from each other. He threw
them out of the examination. Later other studeatsecup to him and told him that
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affected guys were 'influential' and were planrsogne sort of physical revenge in the
market yard in the evening. Harshinder dismisskthalconcern and just remarked;
'maybe they should know that | too carry my kirgdne small dagger carried by all the
Sikhs as a religious symbol) all the time'. Of aunothing came out of the threats made
by the students caught copying.

In 1984 he took over as the Head of the Biepent when my turn was over. Soon |
left for Pune. Subhash Kochar, another homegrowinugaeoming star of the Department
also left for ISI, Delhi soon afterwards. From abb®890 Harshinder started making
extended trips to the USA and other countries. $ieldished deep and enduring research
collaborations with Alan Sampson, Phil Boland, P&eam and others. Till the end of
the nineties he was active both on the Indian seaedeoutside. My joint
research with him continued till the mid nineties.

While in India he was a very useful and aragive colleague on the professional
scene. He was a member of the Statistics panbediniversity Grants Commission; a
member of the Review Committee whose report latiecestablishment of the Centre for
Advanced Studies in Statistics at the UniversitfPohe in 1998, Chief Editor of the
Journal of the Indian Society of Probability andtistics and a member of the Governing
Council of the Indian Statistical Association aldos. His own efforts led to the grant of
UGC Special Assistance to the Department at Chanldidie was always an effective
member of any committee on which he worked as bielasusly did his homework in
advance.

But by the end of the nineties he was geadivit) to the USA. He established his
household consisting of his wife Gurmeet and sompieet at Pittsburgh. He held
visiting Professorships at the University of Pittgih and the University of West
Virginia at Morgantown in succession. At UWV heaxtled his interest in order
restricted inference to models for random variabdggesenting angles and directions. He
collaborated with molecular chemists in a very gigant breakthrough in providing
probabilistic laws for the angles between the afasrious atoms within a molecular
structure, subject to restrictions of intra-molecubrces of attraction. Had he been
granted a few more years by the Almighty, he wdwdde made path-breaking
contributions in this and other areas.

Harshinder had the rare ability to efforslganove from one area of research to
another. He always quickly grasped the centraldignas of any statistical theory and
could bring his insights to move towards improvetseBlessed with a keen inquiring
mind, capacity for hard work and the instinct fatling a spade a spade, on top of an
extremely friendly disposition, he was a valuedeamjue collaborator and friend.

He visited India in January 2005 and disedssith old friends such as Gobind
Mehta at Chandigarh and Subhash Kochar at Dellplhiss to return to India and renew
activity at Panjab University. But destiny had @tllotherwise and he passed away at
Pittsburgh during sleep in the early hours of Fabrudt, 2005. It is unimaginable that he
is not among us to provide help, encouragement@sdlve problems. It is tragic
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enough when someone passes on in the fullnessaod gyéer relinquishing worldly
responsibilities and enjoying retired life for maygars. It is a vastly greater tragedy
when someone like Harshinder Singh passes awéy girime of his powers and with
many unfulfilled promises. | pray to the Almighty give strength to his family and all
his friends to bear this loss.

Advertisement
& Tenure-Track Assistant Professor Position in Stesigit University of New Mexico

THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Department of Mathematics and Statistics

Subject to administrative and budgetary approva, Department anticipates a
tenure-track Assistant Professor position in Siaideginning fall of 2006. Exceptional
senior candidates may also be considered.

Preference will be given to candidates with redeanterests that are motivated by
scientific problems. Minimal qualifications inclu@ePh.D. in Statistics or Biostatistics.
Selection criteria include research potential acmbeplishments, potential contributions
to the educational and service goals of the siedigtrogram, potential interactions with
other Statistics faculty, and interest in strengthg our inter-disciplinary contacts at the
university.

The Department has 8 faculty in statistaféers B.S., M.S., and Ph. D. degrees in
Statistics, and also administers the Statisticei€lit has a large graduate program with
over 50 students. The university is in close praino Sandia National Laboratories and
Los Alamos National Laboratory. Many faculty memsbave research ties with these
and other institutions. The university has a majirative in nanoscience. Complete
information about the job description is availabtdttp://stat.unm.edu.

Applicants should send Curriculum Vitaestatement of research and teaching
interests, and have three letters of recommendaganto:

Ronald Christensen
Chair, Statistics Search Committee
Department of Mathematics and Statistics
The University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, NM 87131

To assure full consideration, completed applicaimeluding letters of recommendation
must be received by December 1, 2005; howevercdhamittee will review applications
past that date until the position is filled. Catates providing an electronic mail address
will be informed when their application is completde University of New Mexico is an
Equal Opportunity and Affirmative action EmployerdaEducator.
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International Indian Statistical Association
(IISA)

Joint Statistical Meeting and International
Conference

on

Statistics, Probability and Related Areas

January 2-5, 2007

Organized by

Department of Statistics
Cochin University of Science and Technology
Cochin 682 022, INDIA

Co-sponsored by

Bayesian Society of India
Indian Society of Probability and Statistics
Indian Statistical Association
Calcutta Statistical Association
Indian Association for Productivity, Quality and Reliability

The objective of this conference is to assess tatmrelopments in the fields of Statistics
and Probability and to discuss future directionstémms of theory, practice and
education. One of the primary goals is to fostéernational collaboration in these and
related areas through the exchange of ideas andrierpes and to enhance other
technology transfer activities. Reforms needed tatistical education and training in
order to meet the changing needs of the industdy government will receive special
attention. The program of the conference will imguseveral invited sessions,
contributed sessions as well as workshops. Engfiskthe official language for all
conference materials and presentations. The carderewill be held atHotel
Renaissance in Cochin.

Conference information through web:
http://www.stat.ohio-state.edu/~hnn/IISAConf2007.pdf



I nternational Advisory Committee:

James Berger (USA)
Peter J. Bickel (USA)
Kjell Doksum (USA)
Peter J. Hall (Australia)
C.R. Rao (USA)

I nternational Organizing Committee:

J.K. Ghosh (India) (Chair)
Bovas Abraham (Canada)
Barry Arnold (USA)
N.Balakrishnan (Canada)
Mousumi Banerjee (USA)
N. Rao Chaganty (USA)
Dipak Dey (USA)
Paramiit Gill (Canada)
Hira L. Koul (USA)
H.N. Nagaraja (USA)
Unnikrishnan Nair, N (India)
Ashis SenGupta (India)
Kirti Shah (Canada)
W.Stute (Germany)

Programme Committee:

S. Rao Jammalamadaka (USA) (Chair)

P.G.Sankaran (India) (Co-Chair)
N.Balakrishna (India)

Probal Chaudhary (India)
J.V.Deshpande (India)
A.Krishnamoorthy(Indja
S.N. Lahiri (USA)

Sri Gopal Mohanty(Canada)
K. Mukherjee (UK)

U.V. Naik-Nimbalkar (India)
S.T.Rachev (Germany)

T.N. Sriram (USA)

Kishore Trivedi(USA)

L ocal Organizing Committee:

P.K.Abdul Aziz (Patron)
K.R.Muraleedharan Nair (Chair)
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P.G.Sankaran (Co-ordinator)
N.Balakrishna
Asha Gopalakrishnan
K.C.James
M.Manoharan
V.K.Ramachandran Nair
S.M.Sunoj
R.P.Suresh
P.Yageen Thomas

Topics:

The Conference will feature topics including
* Applied Probability
* BayesInference
* Bio-statistics and Bio-infor matics
 DataMining
» Design of Experiments
» Directional Data Analysis
» Distribution Theory
» Econometrics
» Mathematical Finance
e Multivariate Analysis
* Nonparametric Inference
* Operations Research
* Probability Theory
o Statistical Education
o Statistical Quality Control and Reliability
» Stochastic Processes
e Survey Sampling
e Survival Analysis
* Time SeriesAnalysis

Wor kshop:

On January 6, 2007, at the end of the conferengalaveto organize a half-day workshop
on a topic of current research interest, Matherahtlinance. This workshop will
introduce new researchers to the field and wilhgprihem up-to-date on current research
in the area. Separate registration is needed éowtirkshop.

Special Session:
A special session will be organized to honour RraInnikrishnan Nair, who is the

founder professor of the Department of StatistiCechin University of Science and
Technology. His areas of interest include Disttifiu Theory, Statistical Inference,
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Reliability Analysis and Demography. He has mo=@ntih00 publications in international
journals in addition to 5 books. He is the editértlre journal ‘Statistical Methods’
published from the Department of Statistics, Cocluniversity of Science and
Technology. He retired as the Vice Chancellor & @ochin University of Science and
Technology in 2004.

Registration:

All participants are encouraged to pre-registersézure a guaranteed place at the
Conference. The Registration Fee includes foucHes, conference banquets, coffee
breaks and conference material. The registratieniseUS$125 (till August 31, 2006;
US$150 thereafter) for outside Indian participanfar the Indian participants the fee is
Rs. 2000 till August 31, 2006 and Rs.2500 thereaf8tudents need to pay only Rs 1000
as registration fee. The Registration Fee for thekshop is Rs.500.

Abstract Format:
Please observe the following instructions whilepaireng the abstract.
Title: Limited to 200 characters in length. Use initiaps in the title; do not use all caps.

Author(s): Type all authors' names with initial caps. Induaffiliations for all authors
using tags if necessary.

Address: Contact/Presenting authors' names and mailingeaddind e-mail addresses.
Keywords and Phrases: Maximum 5 Key words or Phrases.
Abstract Body: Limited to 200 words.

Equipment Needs: Indicate your Audio-Visual equipment needs at #ms of the
abstract.

Deadlinefor the Receipt of Abstractsis August 31, 2006.
For further details, please contact:
Dr.P.G.Sankaran (Coordinator)
Department of Statistics
Cochin University of Science and Technology
Cochin 682 022,Kerala, INDIA
Phone: 91-484-2575893 (Office)
91-484-2741693 (Residence)
e-mail: sankaranpg@yahoo.com
pgsankaran@cusat.ac.in
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AIMSCS

C.R.Rao Advanced Institute of Mathematics, Statistics and Computer Science

Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, India

Vol. 1

Newsletter October 2005 No. 1

International Advisory
Board

Dr. Shun-ichi Amari,
Japan Acad. Award
Director, RIKEN Brain
Science Institute
Saitama, Japan

Dr. George E. Andrews,
Member, NAS

Evan Pugh Professor of
Mathematics

Dept of Mathematics
Pennsylvania State
University, USA

Dr. Carles M. Cuadras,
Member ISI

Professor of Statistics
University of Barcelona,
Spain

Dr. Bradley Efron,
Member, NAS

Max H. Stein Professor of
Humanities and Sciences,
Professor of Statistics
Stanford University, USA

Dr. Gene H. Golub,
Member, NAS

Fletcher Jones Professor
of Computer Sc.
Stanford University, USA

International Fundraising
Committee

Chairperson:

Dr. S.R.S. Varadhan,
FRS, Member, NAS
Courant Institute of
Mathematical Sciences,
NY

Co-chairperson:

Dr. S. Rao
Jammalamadaka
University of California,
Santa Barbara, CA
Treasurer:

Dr. Nandini Kannan
University of Texas

at San Antonio, TX

Secretary:

Dr. Ravindra Khattree
Oakland University,
Michigan

Joint Secretary:

Dr. Tejaswini Rao
SUNY College, Buffalo, NY
Members:

Dr. T.N. Bhargava,

Dr. R. Chakraborty,

Dr. G.M. Naidu,

Dr. T. Madhava Rao,
Dr. S.B. Rao,

Dr. K.R. Shah,

Dr. T. Subba Rao,

Dr. V.S.S. Yadavalli

Executive Committee

S.Rao Jammalamadaka
rao@pstat.ucsb.edu
Nandini Kannan
Nandini.Kannan@utsa.edu
Tejaswini Rao
tejarao@gmail.com
G.M.Naidu
naidug@uww.edu

Mission

To promote advanced study and basic and interdiisaiy research in mathematics,
statistics, and computer science for the advancermkrscience and applications in
industry, business, and socio-economic developnagt disseminate the knowledge
through academic activities, consultancy serviaad,a museum.

Initiation of the Institute

At the convocation address delivered at Osmaniavédgity in December 2000, Prof.
C.R. Rao, one of the world leaders in Statisticaefce for the past six decades, stated
that the rank of India in basic research amonghallcountries is about 14 to 15 despite
India having the third largest pool of scientistsdatechnologists in the world. He
highlighted the data compiled by S. ArunachalamMifS. Swaminathan Research
Institute that, of the 17,308 papers published filodia, between 1988 and 1998, 45%
were from institutions in Kolkata, Mumbai, New DeliChennai and Bangalore. The
contributions from other cities in India varied fimnear 0-4%. The higher percentage of
research papers from certain cities was attribtaeithe existence of advanced institutes
for research like Indian Statistical Institute imlKata, the Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research in Mumbai, Institute of Mathematical Scén in Chennai and similar
organizations in Delhi and Bangalore. Prof. Raogssted that Hyderabad would be an
ideal location for the Advanced Institute for Mathegics, Statistics and Computer
Science (AIMSCS) as the city had already acquihedstatus of a technological capital
of India, had an excellent infrastructure and a bemof research and educational
institutions, and with such an Institute, could egeeas the science capital of India.

In response to the suggestion of Prof. C.R. Raoq, IC. Reddy, the then Vice-
Chancellor of Osmania University, in cooperationthwithe Andhra Government,
announced the establishment of AIMSCS on the cangbiu9smania University and
named it after Prof. Rao as it was his suggesiitve. Andhra Pradesh State Council of
Higher Education, Andhra Pradesh, provided seeddwf US$114,000, and Osmania
University provided five acres of land on the casiplihe Institute was inaugurated on
February 29, 2004 with temporary office space im@sia University.

Structure of the Institute

The Institute is registered under the Andhra Phad&scieties Registration Act 2001,
India. The registered office is located at 8-3-7806 Royal Pavilion, Hyderabad, India.
The Institute will be an autonomous body with dik tpowers that exist in similar
institutes of advanced study in India.

The constitution of the Institute was formalizedidg Summer 2004 and is available at
the website.

The Institute has a registered Society in India idaoordinating the Institute activities in
India. The members of the Society include D.C. Reddrmer Vice-Chancellor of
Osmania University (president), D. Balasubramaiiaci D. Saraswath (vice-presidents),
B.L.S. Prakasa Rao (secretary), V. Shiva Rama Brgemt secretary), V. Malakonda
Reddy, R.J. Ramalingaswamy, U. Yugandhar (members).

The Institute will function under the general cohtaind supervision of the Governing
Council comprising of elected, nominated, and diciaf members from scientific
societies and institutions, and local and centoakegnments as outlined in the
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Constitution of the Institute. C. Rangarajan, Cimain, Economic Advisory Council to the Prime
Minister of India is the Chairman of the Governidguncil of the Institute.

The Institute will have a director of internatiomaputation and will function under the direction
of the Governing Council.

The Institute also has an International AdvisoryaBbcomprised of internationally renowned
mathematicians, statisticians, and computer seiesndis listed in the newsletter. There is an

International Fundraising Committee coordinatingdtaising activities around the world. There
is an Executive Committee for coordinating the\atiéis of the Institute in the U.S.

Activities of the Institute

A symposium on “Challenges in Mathematical and @otar Sciences” was held on February
29, 2004 during the inauguration of the Institute.

Current News
The Institute received tax exempt status for furmkected within India in September 2005.

An Executive Committee was established in Octol®&5Zor coordinating the activities of the
Institute in the U.S. as listed in the Newsletter.

The Institute will sponsor a two-day workshop onspot Geoinformatics on December 24 and
25, 2005 in Hyderabad, India.

The construction of the Institute is anticipatedbé&gin in January 2006.
There is an international search for a directahefinstitute.

Donations
We gratefully acknowledge the following donations:

Endowments
Naming the Auditorium $100,000 pledged by T.R. R&Market Probe ($40,000 received)
Naming the Museum  $75,000 pledged by Bhargavi 86,000 received)

Donations
Benefactor N.Balakrishnan
G.M. Naidu
Patron Nandini Kannan
Donor Anonymous (former student of C.R. Rao)
Jagdish Chandra
S. Rao Jammalamadaka
U.S.R. Murthy
D.C. Rao
Tejaswini Rao
Sponsor Dayanand Nayak
Supporter Cyrus Mehta
S.G. Mohanty
Tapan Nayak
Jayanta Ghosh
Hemadri Gurramkonda
Kallappa Koti

Indira Mukherjee

Indrani Mukherjee
Debjani Mukherjee
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Total Donations: $110,960.00

An Appeal to the Community: We need your support and help!

The goal for donations and pledges for 2005 is $25a®300,000.

Endowments may be made for establishing professorsBRE0(®0), lectureships ($150,000), scholars}
($100,000), and sponsored thematic and annual workg|$d85000$100,000) and for naming the Institi
building ($50,000) and classrooms ($25,000).

Donations may be made under the categories of benefactor,,pdrmr, sponsor, and supporter in amo
ranging from under $500 to over $5,000. For detallsage contact the executive committee members ol
the website.

Kindly spread the message to your colleagues and friendequest their donations as well.

All donations argax deductible in the United States of America (Social Security No.54-202%&@BTax ID).
All donations will be recognized in the AIMSCS Newslet{enless chosen to remain anonymous)
acknowledged in the administrative records of the Institute.

Checks may be made tdSA: AIM SCS (International Indian Statistical Association: AIMSCS)
Checks may be mailed to:

Dr. Nandini Kannan
Treasurer, International Fund Raising Committee
Dept. of Management Science and Statistics, Univ. of Tex&arafAntonio, TX 78249

For all pertinent details, please visit http://www.stat.psu.edu/~crrao/




INTERNATIONAL INDIAN STATISTICAL ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM (2005 Calendar Year)

Last Name:

First Name:

Title:

Affiliation:

Mailing Address:

Work Phone #:

Home Phone #:

Fax:

E-mail:

Signature: Date:
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Life Membership Fee: $300.00 (US)

Regular Annual Membership Fe&25 USfor 1 year; $40 USfor 2 years
and $50 USfor 3years

Student Annual Membership Fegs.00 (US).
Please write your check (in US funds) lioter national Indian Statistical Association

Please return this form with cash/check(in perssmhail your check to:

N. R. Chaganty
Treasurer, [ISA
Department of Mathematics & Statistics
Old Dominion University
Norfolk, VA 23529

e-mail: rchagant@odu.edu



